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October 3, 2006
[School Name]

[Administrator]

[Street Address]

[City, State ZIP] 

Dear [Administrator]:

As you know, the evaluation of the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program (MPCP) is a new undertaking required by Wisconsin state law.  Last March, the Legislature passed and the governor signed Wisconsin Act 125, which raised the student cap on the program by 50 percent and called for an evaluation of the program by the School Choice Demonstration Project (SCDP).  We look forward to working cooperatively with you to satisfy the requirements of this new state education law.

Hopefully by now you have had the opportunity to take a look at the FAQ sheet that we put together concerning this study.  As the FAQ illustrated, there are two components of the MCPC evaluation that will require your participation: program accountability and program evaluation.  

1)  Program Accountability 

Participating schools need to test all MPCP students in grades 4, 8, and 10 annually in reading, math and, for grades 4 and 8, also in science.  It would be best if this testing took place in the fall, to help us compare the scores with those of public school students, but schools may test in the spring.  Schools can use any nationally-normed standardized test. Scores from any standardized testing that the school performs must be shared with the SCDP.
2) Program Evaluation

To provide a more rigorous evaluation of the MPCP, we plan to test a representative sample of MPCP students in grades 3-9 using the WKCE for grades 3-8 and the Milwaukee Benchmark Assessment for grade 9.  Our goal is for those students to be tested under conditions that are as similar as possible to those experienced by comparable MPS students when they complete the WKCE.  We aim to test the students in the MPCP panel during a regular school day near the end of November, in their own schools, using school personnel if possible.  To do so we will need your help. 

Once the SCDP selects the student members of the MPCP panel, you will be notified regarding which of your students have been chosen. About one out of four students participating in the choice program will be selected for the panel.  It is important that you review the list and notify us if any of the students are not currently enrolled at your school.  As previously mentioned, where possible, we request that school personnel administer the exams for the panel students.  We will provide test administration training to those individuals who will be administering the WKCE in early November from 4:30-6:00 PM at a convenient location in Milwaukee.  (More details on the exact training location will be mailed to you later).  No training is necessary for the administration of the Milwaukee Benchmark Assessment to 9th graders.  

If you have any questions, please call Laura Jensen, SCDP Research Assistant, at 479-575-6345.  

Sincerely yours,
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Patrick J. Wolf, Ph.D.

Professor and Endowed Chair in School Choice

Principal Investigator, SCDP

College of Education and Health Professions


Department of Education Reform


School Choice Demonstration Project





201 Graduate Education Building


Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701


(479) 575-6345


(479) 575-3196 (FAX)
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