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August 14, 2006

[School Name]

[Administrator]

[Street Address]

[City, State ZIP] 

Dear [Administrator]:

My name is Patrick Wolf.  I lead a research team called the School Choice Demonstration Project (SCDP).  I am writing to urge you to attend an informational meeting regarding our upcoming evaluation of the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program (MPCP).  The session will take place on September 7th at 5 pm at Corpus Christi School, 8545 West Villard Avenue, immediately after the Pupil Assignment Council meeting.

The evaluation of the MPCP is a new undertaking required by state law.  Last March, the Legislature passed and the governor signed Wisconsin Act 125, which raised the student cap on the program by 50 percent and called for an evaluation of the program by the SCDP.  Private schools participating in the MPCP are now required to:

1. Administer annually a nationally normed standardized test of their choosing in reading, mathematics, and science to all MPCP students in their school in grades 4, 8, and 10;

2. Forward the scores from all standardized tests they administer to the SCDP for analysis.

I want to assure you that your school’s test scores will be kept confidential. Test scores will NOT be reported to anyone by student or by individual school.  They will only be used to evaluate the performance of the MPCP as a whole and general types of participating schools (e.g. Catholic, Lutheran, independent).

To provide a more rigorous evaluation of the program, we plan to test a representative sample, or “panel,” of MPCP students in grades 3-10 using the WKCE.  Our goal is for those students to be tested under conditions that are as similar as possible to those experienced by comparable MPS students when they complete the WKCE.  We aim to test the students in the MPCP panel during a regular school day near the end of November in their own schools using school personnel if possible.  To do so we will need your help.  

The purpose of the meeting on September 7th is for us to discuss in greater detail our plan for handling the evaluation requirements in the new MPCP law and to consider your questions and concerns.  Several members of the research team and officials from the Department of Public Instruction will be in attendance.  We view it as a great opportunity for a productive dialogue regarding this new requirement of the MPCP.    

If you have any questions regarding the session, please call me at 479-575-2084 or James Rahn, SCDP Senior Research Associate, at 414-443-8971.  I hope to meet you on the 7th.

Sincerely yours,

Patrick J. Wolf, Ph.D.

Professor and Endowed Chair in School Choice

Principal Investigator, SCDP
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