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For questions regarding the specific process for testing students on the MPCP panel, please contact Westat:


Sylvia Segovia:	


      Phone   240-453-2965


      Email     � HYPERLINK "mailto:sylviasegovia@westat.com" ��sylviasegovia@westat.com�


                       OR


Sabria Hardy:	


       Phone   301-610-5513


       Email     sabriahardy@westat.com














Why are we testing your child(ren)?


The new testing requirements in the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program (MPCP) are the result of 2005 Act 125 passed by the state legislature and signed into law on March 10, 2006.  


Act 125 outlines the two components of the required testing program: program accountability and program evaluation.  MPCP schools have vital responsibilities in both of these areas.


To fulfill the program accountability requirements, all MPCP schools must test all of their MPCP students in grades 4, 8, and 10 using the qualified test of their choosing.  


In addition to the program accountability requirements, and to provide a more rigorous evaluation of the MPCP, we plan to test a representative sample, or “panel,” of MPCP students in grades 3-9 (and grade 10 after year one) using the Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Examinations (WKCE). 








What subjects are tested?


Non-panel students





Subject�
gRADE �
�
Reading�
4, 8, & 10�
�
Math�
4, 8, & 10�
�
Science�
4, 8, & 10�
�
Panel students


Subject�
gRADE �
�
Reading�
3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, & 9 �
�
Math�
3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, & 9 �
�



When will testing take place?





All MPCP students will be tested in the Fall or Spring, as determined by their school.  Panel students will be tested during late November, 2006. 























Evaluation of the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program





MPCP Evaluation Summary























A newly-enacted Wisconsin statute requires the School Choice Demonstration Project (SCDP) to conduct an evaluation of the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program (MPCP)—the nation’s longest-running publicly-funded school voucher program. 























The MPCP Evaluation is being conducted by 


Patrick Wolf, Principal Investigator,   from the 


University of Arkansas’ School Choice Demonstration Project





Testing is being conducted in collaboration with


 Westat


1650 Research Blvd


Rockville, MD  20850


Fax: 301.294.4475


sylviasegovia@westat.com




















How are the test results used?


The test results will help lawmakers and public officials determine whether scholarship recipients benefit academically by virtue of having been given a scholarship. 


We will also examine differences between the public and private schools that may account for any academic benefits of receiving a scholarship to attend private school.











What test will your child receive?


All MPCP students in grades 4, 8, and 10 will be tested with a nationally-normed standardized test.


Students selected for the panel in grades 3-8 will be given the Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Examinations - Criterion-Referenced Tests (WKCE-CRT).  Panel students in grade 9 will take the Milwaukee Benchmark Assessment.














A NOTE TO STUDENTS AND PARENTS









































