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September 11, 2007
Dear Administrator:

Once again we need your help.  We need to inform the parents/guardians of sampled 4-10th grade students that their child has been selected to be tested and complete a brief survey as part of the evaluation of the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program.  We would like for you to send home information about the study and the testing process to the parent or guardian of each panel student that has been selected to participate in the study.

I have enclosed the materials to include to parents, along with a letter from you.  We believe that having a letter from you, on your school’s letterhead, is very important to the success of the study.  All the materials come in English and Spanish.  Please try to send these materials to parents as soon as possible.  Included are:
1. A draft cover letter to be put on your school’s letterhead and sent home with the panel students.  (Feel free to modify this letter, if necessary.  Email lauracollins@westat.com if you need the electronic version of this letter),

2. An informational letter from the research team with the study’s description for parents, 
3. An SCDP Study Removal Form for parents who do not want their child to participate.  Parents opting out will need to sign and return to you, and 

4. A study brochure for each parent/guardian.

In the informational letter for parents, we ask parents who want to opt-out of the study to return their SCDP Study Removal forms to your school by September 28, 2007.  Please hold on to all the removal forms you receive from the parents.  Once testing begins attach the SCDP Study removal forms to the front of the test booklet for those students and return along with the rest of the testing materials.  These children will not be tested.
In early October an additional 500 current 3rd graders will be randomly selected to be tested, and we will send you all of the following letters, brochures, and an Enrollment Verification form for those sample children at that time.

If you have not sent back the School Contact Form, Test Training Registration Form, and School Enrollment Verification Form, please do so by September 21st, 2007.  If we have not received the forms by that time, we will randomly assign your school to a training session and send that date to you.  Please note the information from the Enrollment Verification form is needed in order to send testing materials to your school, so it is crucial that it is completed and returned in a timely manner.  
If you have any questions you can call Laura Collins directly at 301.610.5573 or email her at lauracollins@westat.com. 

Sincerely, 
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Patrick J. Wolf, Ph.D.

Principal Investigator, School Choice Demonstration Project

cc:  James Rahn
College of Education and Health Professions


Department of Education Reform


School Choice Demonstration Project





201 Graduate Education Building


Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701


(479) 575-6345


(479) 575-3196 (FAX)
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