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August 21, 2007

Dear School Administrator:

It is once again time for testing activities in support of the evaluation of the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program.  We look forward to your participation in this important study.  As you may recall, there are two components of the MCPC evaluation that will require your participation: program accountability and program evaluation.  

1)  Program Accountability 

Participating schools need to test all MPCP students in grades 4, 8, and 10 annually in reading, math and, for grades 4 and 8, also in science.  Schools can use any nationally-normed standardized test. Scores from any standardized testing that the school performs must be shared with the School Choice Demonstration Project (SCDP).

2) Program Evaluation
To provide a more rigorous evaluation of the MPCP, a representative sample of MPCP students in grades 3-8 and 10 will be tested using the WKCE.  Students in grade 9 will be administered the Milwaukee Benchmark Assessment.  

Schools that administer the WKCE comply with both components using the same test.  If you plan to administer the WKCE this fall, any MPCP panel students who are already taking the WKCE at your school will not need to be double tested to fulfill the program evaluation requirement.  If your school plans to administer the WKCE to only a few grades (e.g. grades 4 and 8 only), then SCDP will rely on your school to separately test any MPCP panel students in the remaining grades (3-8 and 10) and then share the scores with us, the research team. 
If your school will be administering the WKCE fill out the box located on the School Contact Form.   Please indicate which grades will be tested as well as the dates when testing will take place.  
Test administrators in all grades where panel students have been selected (except 9th grade) are required to attend the WKCE training.  Please include the names of all staff who will be administering the WKCE and the grade(s) in which they will be administering the test on the enclosed Test Training Registration Form.  For each test administrator, check the appropriate box to indicate the training session he/she will attend.
Local staff trained in test administration will be available to assist you in testing panel students in all grades at your school.  This may be very useful for testing students who are absent on the day of testing or any other special testing circumstance.  
Laura Collins of our study team will coordinate directly with your designated School Contact (the person noted on the School Contact Form) to work out the logistics for testing.  She will work with your School Contact to arrange local staff needed for test administration.  Later, she will provide guidelines on submitting test scores to the study team.  Her contact information is as follows:
Laura Collins
Westat RA1217
1650 Research Blvd

Rockville, MD 20850

Direct Line: 301-610-5573
Toll Free: 1-800-937-8281 x5573
Fax: 301-294-4475
Email:  lauracollins@westat.com
Please feel free to contact Laura Collins directly if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
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Patrick J. Wolf, Ph.D.

Professor and Endowed Chair in School Choice

Principal Investigator, SCDP

College of Education and Health Professions


Department of Education Reform


School Choice Demonstration Project





201 Graduate Education Building


Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701


(479) 575-6345


(479) 575-3196 (FAX)
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