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Dear Parents:
My name is Patrick Wolf and I lead a research team called the School Choice Demonstration Project.  We are based at the University of Arkansas and include researchers from around the country who want to learn more about parental school choice.  The state of Wisconsin has asked us to study the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program and report on how well it is doing.

Last fall your child took part in the Milwaukee Parental Choice study.  As part of the study, a sample of MPCP students in grades 3-9 were tested using the WKCE (Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Examination) for grades 3-8 and the Milwaukee Benchmark Test for grade 9.  
The students who compose this year’s panel were tested last year and are now in grades 4-10.  As a result, your child has been selected to participate in this important school choice study.  If your child is in grades 4-8 or 10, he/she will be given the WKCE.  If your child is in 9th grade he/she will be given the Milwaukee Benchmark assessment.  The test will be given during regular school hours by members of the school staff.  Your child also will be asked to fill out a short survey of his or her school experiences.  As a participant in this study, your child will be re-tested and re-surveyed in the fall of each year for a total of five years.  Students in Milwaukee Public Schools (MPS) will also be tested and surveyed during this period.  This will allow us to compare the learning and experiences of students in the choice program like your child with similar students attending MPS.
The information we collect about your child, including test scores and survey responses, will be kept strictly confidential.  That information will not be released to anyone outside of the research team or used for any purpose except to study the choice program.  After the study is finished, all information about the identity of your child will be destroyed. 
If you do not want your child to participate in this study, you can remove his or her name from our list.  You have the right to remove your child from the study at any time.  To do so, just sign the form included with this letter and mail or deliver it to your school office.  Your child will not be punished in any way for not participating in the study. 

If you have any questions about this study, please call our office at 479-575-6345 or e-mail me at pwolf@uark.edu.  If you have questions about your rights or your child’s rights, you can call Ms. Rosemary Ruff, 479-575-3845, at the University of Arkansas.  This project was reviewed and approved by a group of people at the University called the IRB.  They look at all studies involving people to try to make sure that no one will be harmed by participating.

We look forward to your participating in this important study.  Again, please contact us if you have questions.

Sincerely,
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Patrick J. Wolf, Ph.D.

Principal Investigator, School Choice Demonstration Project
College of Education and Health Professions


Department of Education Reform


School Choice Demonstration Project





201 Graduate Education Building


Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701


(479) 575-6345


(479) 575-3196 (FAX)
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